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Bringing Awareness to Domestic Violence
Saving lives and creating change is central during Domestic Violence Awareness Month
www.peacefulpaths.org 

GAINESVILLE- October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and Peaceful Paths, the local state certified domestic violence agency, invites you to learn more about supporting survivors in our area. A wonderful way to learn more is by attending Peaceful Paths’ inaugural Strength in Strides Domestic Violence Awareness Walk on October 12, 2025 in downtown Gainesville. The walk looks to raise awareness of the prevalence of Domestic Violence and involve the community in supporting survivors in the local area. Domestic Violence affects more than 12 million people a year in the US, with over 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men in the US having experienced rape, physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetime.
This year Peaceful Paths has provided services to over 1,100 survivors and their children through residential and outreach programs, demonstrating that Domestic Violence continues to seriously impact Alachua, Bradford, and Union County communities.
The agency dedicates efforts to increasing safety, support, and paths to self-sufficiency for every survivor. They strive to fill gaps, meet emerging needs, and build best practices for survivors and their families. Peaceful Paths’ advocates, leadership, and Board of Directors work to ensure that survivors gain information and are connected to resources they need to move forward. A survivor shares, “During my stay I have gained a wealth of knowledge, insight, and confidence that I honestly didn’t know I was capable of… They have helped me grow and heal in such a special way. Making the decision to walk through the doors was the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do. But, it has by far been the best decision I've ever made in my life. “ 

Peaceful Paths offers a helpline that is available to survivors and allies seeking assistance 24/7. All of their services are free and confidential. People seeking support may also walk in to Peaceful Paths’ Outreach office Monday through Friday and speak with a certified advocate. Additionally, they offer free education on Intimate Partner Violence and building healthy relationships to students, organizations, and businesses in the community. Contact them today for a presentation and learn more about recognizing the signs of domestic violence and supporting survivors. 

2025 October Events
Strength in Strides Awareness Walk| October 12, 2025 2:00 -5:00 pm, Bo Diddley Plaza
Join Peaceful Paths for our Inaugural Strength in Strides awareness walk on October 12th, 2025 to support survivors of Domestic Violence and to help us bring awareness to the many challenges that survivors face every day. Participants will learn about the free and confidential services offered at Peaceful Paths and how the community can support our mission to save lives and create change. Learn more here: https://www.peacefulpaths.org/strengthinstrides
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For more information on the agency or any of these events, please contact Crystal Sorrow at 352.377.5690, csorrow@peacefulpaths.org, or visit us on the web at www.peacefulpaths.org
We exist to save lives and create change.
